
November 15, 2011 
 

CSAPR, The Unfriendly Ghost 
 
No, I didn’t misspell Casper; CSAPR is the new EPA ruling restricting the emission of sulphur dioxide from 
carbon based fuel burning facilities, like our White Water Valley Station (WWVS). The new Cross- State 
Air Pollution Rule, CSAPR, will start limiting the emission levels for WWVS in 2012. Early estimates 
indicate the RP&L has been allocated only enough allowances to generate 1-2 months next year. 
 
If enacted, this drastic change in the emission allowance will cause a major change in the operation at 
WWVS next year. We may cease operation and sell the allowances, value yet to be determined; we may 
generate small amounts to get us through the winter months or wait to generate during our most profitable 
time of the year. Some major decisions such as coal purchases and capacity revenues all depend on the 
amount of generation completed during the year, so this ruling has a major effect on RP&L. The rule has 
not been finalized yet, but it is a scary situation. 
 
Fortunately, our Energy From Waste project will provide us with more options in 2013.  Unlike Casper, this 
ghost is not transparent and has major political implications. We will monitor the situation closely and 
adjust our operations accordingly.  
  
Steve Saum 
CEO, Richmond Power & Light 
 
 

 

From the EPA 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency web 
site defines the CSAPR ruling to be known 
as  
 
“… the Cross-State Air Pollution Rule 
(CSAPR), requires 27 states to significantly 
improve air quality by reducing power 
plant emissions that contribute to ozone 
and/or fine particle pollution in other 
states.” 
 
Read more:  
http://www.epa.gov/crossstaterule/index.ht
ml 
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